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announcing himself as the avant courier of His Majesty's
new Court, in which he was to be the leading Advocate. The
consequence of this well concerted plan was that he forth-
with received retainers to an incredible amount, every
native of rank or wealth being anxious to secure to himself
the advantage of the new lawyer's surprising abilities !
I myself heard Farrer declare that previous to the arrival
of the Judges he had received in hard cash upwards of
five thousand pounds as retainers alone ! In September
1775 the Supreme Council and Judges reached Calcutta,
and on the 22nd of October the Court opened, Mr. Farrer
being then admitted an Advocate thereof, and as he was
the only regular bred English lawyer belonging to it, and
possessed more than ordinary talents, his most sanguine
hopes were soon realized by his acquiring a noble fortune.

Just at this period my respected friend, Mr. Edmund
Burke was instrumental in saving the life of a person under
extraordinary circumstances. A Captain Jones, of the
Royal Artillery, was taken up on a charge of having
committed an offence with a boy, the apprentice and
nephew of a man who kept a small toy shop in Parliament
Street, Westminster. It so happened that the Sessions at
the Old Bailey were just drawing to a conclusion at the time
of the accusation against Captain Jones, who was appre-
hended late in the evening of a Tuesday, and before twelve
o'clock the next day was laying under sentence of death in
Newgate. The only strong evidence on the trial was that
of the boy himself, who swore positively to the fact. The
prisoner made no other defence than generally denying the
charge, which he asserted to be entirely false and unfounded.
The Jury however gave credit to the boy's testimony ; found
the prisoner guilty and he was sentenced to death.

Captain Jones having been a man generally known and
respected, also much admired as one of the finest skaters in
Europe, the public were at once astonished at the charge, the
trial, and condemnation; nothing else was talked of. His
universal character was that of being a man of the nicest
honour, possessing uncommon sweetness of temper, with